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I N T 
from the Armie: 


With a Relation of Captain Wrn- 
gates eſcape from Oxferd, and the condition 
of tbe Priſaners there, being about 7O. 


"PP ® 


& Ou. wonder at my ſilence, and 
I at your wonder , howlſoever 
you have becn pleaſed to give 
my Letters the title of Hercu- 
r:#s , I can aſſure youthe Wri- 
7 HI tcrs Brain and Pen are not ſo 
OS Aa Mercariall as ro make ſome- 
"Ve. 1 = thing ofnathing , no not muc 
of a little. Oxford Mercnry is Ovids Mercury, th 
ſteals Oxen, and with a charmed Rod cndeavoursto 
| beſlumber.and ſtupifie the people, rill their eyes ,;or 
what ſhould be as dear ro them , become apreyfor . 
rhe ornament of F#ns Birds. But I am ſo profel- 
ſeda ſervant of Trueth and: Scriouſnefſe, thar Fal- 
Sf In 2 . A's __ m0. 
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* -».moſt repent me the mention of a Fi&:o#, though ve- 
ry well recompenſed with the reality of the Mora//, 

- Bur ſince you preſſe me to write ſomething, to 
oive you-evidence that T can -deny my ſ{elf-fooner 
then my friend, I have forced my Pen ro this Let- 
ter, and my felf to deal more freely with you then 
the, world -with me, and tell, you ſome of my 
thoughts. for in this vacancy.of ation T have en- 
deayouredto turn Idleneſſe into Meditation. And 
firſt raking my ſelt ſomerhing concerned in affairs 
of the Church , I have ſpent (it may be caſt away ) 
ſomerime and thoughts inthe conſideration. gf rhar 
unhappy and unneceſſary difference betwixt the pre- 
renders to Reformatton , T mean the more ſober part 
( for as Trhave forgorten the Biſhops , ſo Iſhall ſcarce 
trouble my ſelf with thoughts of the rigid Separa- 
tiſts) ſome whereof are called Presbyterians , others 
Tndependents; berwixt whom T conceive the Diviſions 
ſtronger then the Di/tin&ions. Firſt, let me diſclamh 
any intereſt inthe Quarrell , and then, give, you my 
3 obſervation ef it.” I hope I may be allowed to a 
b Sceptick in this point rill our learned Amtiquary hath 
q declared himſelf concerning the neceflizy of any Go- 

vernmentarall, Though'ſome ſay, The bottom of 

the buſtneſſe is, Not fo much'no Government; as no 
other then-what hath been; And ourjudicious'Senafe 
made their Determinartions.upon the Diſputes of our 

©. Teverend Synode ;' if theſe be Riddles, time will ex- 
pound them. [Bnt. ro the purpoſe ( if it be poſſible ) 

this Difference, or rather Defiance, for the imprudence 

of men hath almoſt ſtrained irfo high , 1s doubrleſſe 
wrſcaſonable, it may be unreaſonable, For the ſeaſov, 
il : £4. WC 
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| wedoubtleſſe haye eewoies- io that:chalenge jour 

-united fttength-: [For the reaſor , ſomething 1's like 
' thereis, but if there be much , there is more then T 
diſcetn. ' This may be obſerved in generall\,- Thar 
the feiid 1s more bitter among rhe: diſciples then the 
raters ,- and where there is feaſt {7gbr. there'is'moft 
heat, They agtee beft; when neereſt, arid a ſober Con- 
ference makes them almoſt friends : Were I for:a 
Presbyrerie,, Icould yeeld to be Independent till 
'rhere ſhopld fall inan evident neceſſity of Communion 
with-netghbour Churches : Were I for Independen- 
cic, I ſhould rather difpenſe-with my Opimon chan 
Trueth and Juſtice, when they chalenged a neceffity 
of Communion. As for the other differences, rhere 
may be ſome miſtake ; The dependent party com- 
'pare their opinions: with the praiſe of rheſe: Chur- 
-ches corrupted, and not with the rules of Churches, 
as their ſuppoſed adverſaries would have them con- 
ſiruted : T hope they would both agree to thoſe-rules 
which ſhould be molt forthe increafing and eſtabliſh- 
ing the Chureh of -Chriſt. ' -For the preſent, as 1 ſee 
9 this vacancy no Presbyterian Diſcipline exerciſed, 
ſo neither would I have Indepeadentiary; if it be of 


abſolute neceffity. to. make this Separation, ler the 
wortd beevinced of it, and the.grounds and rules be 
known , if nor, ler it for atime be diſpenſed with; 
'Some think it would be as to this place and ttme, 
onely a diſpenſation with a fancie in the moſt,and the 
reputation of a taking opinion : Forthe reall advan- 
rages of gathering a ſcattered Churchare (ſay they) 
hard to be underſtood, and'the'great pretended bene- 
kt of Coycnants and Communion, in theſe diftances 
ION t | a. = 


and confuſions, loſt. I ove heard ſome look upon 
itas a great fault,that ſome men make that their great 
glory and rejoycing , which is the ſhame and ſorrow 
of the Church of Chriſt, Thar they are divided from 
others whom yet they acknowledge not to be divided 
from the Head, which ſome fay 1s a Schiſme : And 
it may be worthy. conſideration whether it can be a 
matter of glorying , I amof this or that Diviſion, 
when the Prayer of Chriſt was, That we might be 
one, as his Father and he were, and even the diſtin- 
Rion of Aſſemblies, is bur a fruit of naturall neceſ- 
ſity, nota part of Morall beauty. In brief, it is ro 
be wiſhed, rather then hoped ( yet, quid non ſperemns 
amantes) that theſe Differences and Diſtances were 
reconciled ;, butto be hoped as well as wiſhed , that 
they may be for the preſent conſopited ; and doubt- 
lefle they would , were it not for ſome Dreamers. 
' They are bur both yet upon the way (they hope) for 
their relief; - Why ſhould nor Foſephs counſell be ac- 
ceptable , tf inthis new world any old counſell were 
to be taken, See that ye fall not out by the way ? Tam ſure 
the world would laugh at me , if I ſhould be now in 
a hott quarrel] with my brother whether he or I 
ſhould be governour of Hiſpaniola when we had gor 
it from the Spaniard. Why may not the accompliſh- 
ments of theſe men be as faroff2 TI adde no more 
then this ſolemn Obteſtation; For this Cauſe and 
Kingdoms fake, for the Churches, for Chriſt his - 
fake , let us labour to keep the wnity of the ſpirit in the 
bond of. Peace. If we will not agree, we muſt be bea- 
ten together, and by a communion of afflittion be help- 
cd 0n to «n/07 in affection, let us prevent the rod, and 
Ot faſhion - 
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faſhion our ſelves as'dear children; - - But enough; T 
hope not r9o much of this, I muſt write, not accord-, 
ingto theextent of rhe buſineſſe , but the limits of a. 
Leelex;. -:- z 
There is ſomething elſe hath challenged part 
of my thoughts, which I ſhall with cquall free- 
dom impart, and that is the variety of new Do- 
Qtrines , under the moſt glorious pretences of ew 
light and free grace ſpread abroad ; I will nor ſtand. 
to examine them, bur truly the iſſue of my thoughts 
upon them hath been, juſt thankfulneſſe tomy God, 
that I had received my Principles , I hope and be- 
leeve, a form of ſound Dodrine from a ſober and 4 
pas Miniſtery , which in mercy was afforded me, 
efore this Libertiniſme of opinions , in which iris 
impoſſible for the heart to be eſtabliſhed. And here 
let not me be thought guilty of confining men to the, 
bounds of former ignorance ; I wiſh to all the. 
Saints a growth in grace and the knowledge of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, which yer I thinkin funda- 
mentall points of Converſion and Salvation, muſt 
not be expeRed to bea laying new Principles, buta. 
building upon; the old , ſcil. Repentance- from 
| dead works , and Faith toward God, working by. 
love unfained. Tf nothing but noveltic will ſuffice, 
this is anew and a living way , though Preached and. 
practiſed of old. Bur 1 will paſſe no-abſolute cen- 
ſure of theſe mens raptures , leſt I be thonghr ro. 
ſpeak evil of the things T know nor, till I ſce the 
fruits of them, Leaves is the moſt that they have yer 
. produced , and ſcarce enough to cover their own na- 
| kednefle. FE 7 4-07 gs 
I ' -But 
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_ Bit it's like you expe&t fomerhing concerning the - 
preſent ſtate of the Common-wealth , if there beany 
{ich thing ; T muſt confeſfe I have been ſo preſump- 
cuous 35 to adventure ſome thoughts this way., 'and 
can reduce things to nothing but confuſion , in which 
confuſion there 1s yet a diſtindion, torit is threefold , 
 aconfuſton of exds, a confuſion of means, a confu- 
ſion of mindes. For ends, it may be eaſily diſcerned 
that on both parts there are-different, on the Apti- 
parliamentary part, the conſpiracy is not a conſent, 
but as in the Epheſtan confuſion , ſome cry one thing, 
ſome another, all, it may be, Great is D/aza : On this 
ſidelikewiſe there are doubtlefle different aims in the 
ſame aQions, and*I obſerve every man hunting his 
brother with'a net , and ſounding him with a plum- 
met to know'his end, poſſibly ro prevent his executi- 
on of it, bur men are grown ſo mifchievouſly cunning 
that they 'do as ſtudioufly conceal their deſfignes as 
proſecutethem. Ican onely ſay thar ſome of them 
arenot ſo good and publike as they ought, though ic 
be ſtrange that men ſhould have ſo high'an opinion of 
their perſons or places , asto think blood and rapine, . 
and all the other miſeries of war, to be nomore then 
a {ufficientprice tot their obtaining particular endsin 
this publizediſtra@tion. 'As forthe reſt, Tihall wait 
the diſcovery of time, and reſt ſatisfied in this , That 
che ſupream difpoſer hath finer ſupra finem, ſome end” 
or other for his own. Glory, and the good of his 
Church and people, which he will accompliſh in the -- 
beſt feaſon,in the midſR'of all the croſſe and anderwork- 
7ngs of the ſons of men. But for their own ſakes, T- 
could wiſh mea were a little honeſter, though I hope. 
| their 
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things, I confeſle, I could, were is not for a reſolu- 
tion to the contrary, be angry at , That the #iquiry, 
I ſpeak of the Cau(e ( for as for perſons, there is 7n1- 
quity on both parts ) ſhouldlic on the one part , and 
yet the danger almoſt ſolely on the other. Were 
there no other world or Kingdom but this, I ſhould 
never doas 1 do, but preſently engage my Iclf on 
rhe Kings part, and expoſe my ſelf to the mercifull 
juſtice of the Parliament, eſpecially if I had rclati- 
onto ſome Lord , where I might, although after 
aQuall ſervice againſt them,cither lic in honourably 
with the Earl of Lindſey, or have licenſe to walk 
abroad with ancther Lord, to ayr his tainted ho- 
nour; or with a third and fourth, be admitted to the 
Houſe again for further miſchief: it were not-much 
matter to lic in the Gate- houſe at Weſtminſter, and beg 
under the profeſſed notion of a Cavalier,which the 
there conſtantly do. Not that 1 envy any mans ſo 
acquired ſecurity, that which 1 enjoy of conſcience, 
is far more to be prized by all honeſt men. But there 
are ſome others whoſe felicity you think. a ſober 


man may emulate, and that is thoſe who profeſſe 


themſclves yet on the Parhament part. ( I knew not 


how this new expected diſcovery may ſhake their 


Copy ) and yet can with the ſame affection hear of 
ow ft or loſle of that which is yet called their 
Cauſe; theſe are ſure menof agallant temper, and 
excclient wits, that make ſogood uſe of any thing ; 
L wondred at it a while,bur after found it to be this; 
Their cnd is any kinde of Compoſition, that they 
may have atlcaſt their old enjoyments: upon any 
Ledoadt ©. - B ___ terms, 
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terffis; it may be an acquiſirion of ſome new advat» 
tages, if they can do good ſervice, and ts this,good 
and ill ſucceſſe are equally conducible; the proſpe- 
rity of the Parl:ament Forces will mike the King more 
pliable; the diſadvantage , 'will abate of: the rigtd 
humour of the Puritan faf7ion , to them equally: for- 
midable : Think you not that theſe men have learnt 
the Apoſtolicall Leſſon, 77 any condition to be content : 
Howlſoever, I with them the Apoſtolicall Benedi-_ 
ion, Grace and Peace. 

Bur you require my moſt ſerious thoughts con- 
cerning the iſfuc of the preſent buſineſfe, Whart theſe 
things arc like to come to: Let us be wiſe to ſobric- 
ty ; If we look ro our affairs as in the hands of men, 
what can be expected bur miſcarriage And truely 
if we conſider them with relation ro heaven, they 
may ſcem ſcarce to have a favourable aſpet-from 
thence; in this regard , That we have not attained 
in any meaſure the firſt ſtep to a Reſtanration, which 
is, Reformation, according to that method in the Pro- 
phet 3 1nrthedaythat 1 ſhall have cleanſed them from their 
eniquities, Twill build their waſte places, Ezek., 36. Not- 
withſtanding our xew Dottrixes, we retain our old ſins, 
and it may be have added ſome new : The profane- 
nefſe and contempt of  Picty remains ſtill as deep, 
and the diviſions and diftraRtions of the Church are 
rather encreaſed, which to me ſpeaks fadly , and 
ſoretumes make me-think; That this froward and 
 adulterous generation ſhall be ſpent in confli&-(al- 

ways reſerved to the remnant ofGods waiting'peo- 
ple the benefit of their particular promiſes) 8&.turn- 
ed backinto the Wildernefſe of confufion, withun- 
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thankfull 7/740), to periſh there; ahd leave the enjoy- 
metit of: their hopes to poſterity. The works that 
forme think-runparatc!lto-ours, as 'thatef 1/raz!s com- 
ing out of Egypr, and the building the ſecond Temple, 
after the Caprivity, have cadured ſtrong interrupti- 
ons, and of fome-continuance. But yet I doubt not 
but the iflue will be good; which I am perſwaded 
to, by the obſervation of a ſtrong and fine thred of 
divine providence running thorow this Contexture 
of Knavery and Folly,which make up the Webb of this 
preſcot world, which -difpoſes of things to correRi- 
on, ratherthen deſtruction: The puniſhment of our 
iniquity ſeems not yet accompliſhed , I ſpeak it net 
that we ſhould wilfully pretract it in obedience to 
an-uncertain gueſſe, but willingly and paticntly ac- 
cept ic, and labour that the iniquity of Tacob may 
thereby be purged , that the plaifler may fall off 
when the ſore is healed : I confeſſe I have not arri- 
ved at that Seraph7call :nfallibility which ſome pro- 
feſfe themſclves to have attained in this point ; I 
have a good hope, but my faith muſt not ga beyond 
my promiſe, for fear of preſumption. | 

But ſomething of News you expe. 

 Ingenerall, our condition, as it is not ſo good as 

- our friends would have ir, ſo neither ſoill as our 
ENEMIES reportit :: The particulars you 'muſt beat _ 
with mefor; I have given you' an account of my 
own idleneſle, ſhall ſhortly doir ot others ations. « 
The reſolutionof lighting Reading is/in ation, and 

| ſo: far proceeded, as to conſent to to-morrow's + 

S march, as I believe. We ſuſtained ſome loſfle of 

140r 15 Dr:goons, I think more, at Pargborn, _ 

t 1,914 _A miles 
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(10) 
miles from Reading, which I hope we turn ints the 
gainof a warning, and be more vigilant. Sir Wil- 
ham Waller, wie hear, is now at length upon his 
march fer the Weſt, and our Auxiliarics of. Bucksng- 
ham: ſhire, Beaford-fhire,and Hertford-ſhire,in good for- 
wardneſſe : Thebeſt is, if we be notingood condi- 
tion, our cacmies, Fthiok, are ia lirtle betrer ; ſo that 
we are like to be the fitter march. | 
Yeſterday we were very much gladdcd at the arri- 
vall of reſolved Captain Windgate , whom we recci- 
ved as itwere from the dead; wonder got at the &x- 
preiſion, ir is rather too modeſt then orherwiſe, fors.. 
his condition in Oxford Caſtle was below the grave 
as appears by the Petition'of which he hath a Copy 
abour bim, That himſelf and ſome athers, might rather be 
executed, then continue in their preſent condition : Its a mi- 
ſerable world when hanging is a courteſie. At firſt 
he acknowledges he was honourably intreated by 
the 4uo fulmina Belli, as the world takes them to be; 
and promiſed/the Rights of a Cavaler ; but they 
were quickly weary of weldoing, only at Edze-hill 
that monſter of iniquity, S-#4 , the Provoſt Mar- 
fhall Generall, had ſuch a qualme, as to uſe him fair- 
ly, and confefled his ground, That he ſuſpeted the 
ſcaleswere turning, and the Priſoner like to become. 
Keeper. Bur fince the embitterment of that dayes 
work, himfelf and fellows have endured with more 
then Chriſtian patience, more then Twrkiſh cruelty_; as 
cloſe Impriſonment in a noyſome place, without 
the benefir-of -converſe with the living or dead,men 
or books ; which was a puniſhmentfor the higheſt 
form ot Captains afid Gentlemen: the reſt gre 
1 4-5 S.< 0 read: 
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bread and water, which thcy were almoſt pined for 
want of, beaten, burned with Match, fetina place 
called Bridewell up to the ankles in their own excre- 
ments: which kinde of uſage hath takenaway the 
lives of many of them, as of nine Captains, beſide 
other Officers, Country-men, and Souldiers. One 
ſtory of himſelf I cannot but relate for his honour, 
for it may be it will not ſtand with his modeſty ; 
That when his enlargement was procured , upon 
condition of obliging himſelf to :quit' the; Parlia- 
mentſervice, he ſtoutly refuſed, in the inidſt of all 
that miſery, to loſe any freedom of ſpirit, to gain 
the freedom of his body ; and chole ratherto have 
his karcaſe inp: iſon, then his courage. The ground 
of that tyrannicall cruelty they cxercilc, is their re- 
fufing to take that moſt unconſcionable Proteſtation,, 
which yet they diſclaim the prefſing of : Men that 
had- not given defiance to Religion and Reaſon, 
weuld neyverſo ſeverely urge 1o irrationall a thing ; 
Firft, I nuſt be fully: aſſured of His Majcfties pur= 
poſes and promiſes, The heart of man i deceitfull , and 
deſperately wicked, who can know it ? And the Wiſe-man 
tells ſuch fools, That the Kings beart is unſearchable :- 
if he give no other aſſurance of theintegrity of his 
intentions for Religion and Liberty then what His. 
aQions of railing a Popiſh Army, trading with the 
Iriſh Rebells, and ſuch kiade of impriſonments; be: 
not angry at honeſt man cannot reſt fully .aſ« 
\ Then I muſt be perſwaded- of the neceflity and 
-- juſtice of the cavſc and means.” I cannot force my 
own belief; It.is a Scholafticall Rule, Nemo credit, 
CFR B3 | quia: 
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quia vult credere,ither my conſcience mult be ſeared, 
er my fingers. I muſt profeſle my elf not obliged 
by Vete or Ordinance of Parliament,though 1 have 
not ſo much Law as to know my ſelf ditobliged, 


and more cenſcicnce then to free my ſelf where I 


fear Law hath bound me. Andto colour the buſi- 
neſſe, I muſt profeſle againſt obedience to any Or- 
der of the King contrary to the known Law. EZ» 
quomodo. mentita eff iniquitas.{ibi ; in their own ſnare is 
theirfoort taken: For fiiſk;, The adminiſtration of 
this Oithiis fromthe King; or thoſe that repreſent, 
eor onely without, but againſt Par/zamept, and known 
Lav; which order they mult yet obey , while they 
profefle and proteſt not to obey any ; tius in the 
ſame breath js their fatth broken and given: it was 
ſaid, Tiat it was a thing onely expected, not exact- 


ed; bur we are aſcertained of the moſt violent com- 


pulſlioas ro this contradiftion that could be ; ſo that 
the world need lie no longer under the 1g20runce, 
and danger of'{uch rafh and horrid perjury. j's 

Pardon this Digrefſion from the {tory of the Ca- 
ptain, it.is not alrogerher impertinent. His ulage 
continued very bad, till. v ichin this Month;, when 


the barbarous dealing of . this Menſter, I cannot call 


him ma, became odious to the authors-6t- 1c, or at 
leaſt was found diſidvantagious to their 'dciighes, 
when he treated him more fairly, leſt he ſhould give 


mn:too.ftropg evidence againſt -him if | queſtioned. 


He is now, through the goed providence of God, 
eleaped, and hath onely this miſery upon him,.'i he 
thovghrt of the miſcries of his friends and fcllow- 
priſoners left there, which I hope,upon lis account 
£y .e-q g1VED, - 
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£iven, that Court that is ſo mercifull ts their ene: 
mies, will ſee relieved. ALY 
Tris aſad thing to think how ſlight athing we make 
of this ſoJemn appeal to heaven, for ſo War is, and 
manage it betwixt jeft and carneſt;as if our thoughts 
were really conformable to rne expreſſions of him 
who ca!l'd fighting playing, Ler the young men ariſe 
and play before us. It the height of our enemies favlts 
arrive not to the deſert of ſome ſeverity,lct the deprb 
of our friexds miſeries call for ſo much as may help 
ontheir relief. The way of his eſcape, which was 
on Wedneſday laſt , while ſome were praying for 
his deliverance, I leave to bimſelf to relate; it was 


in generall, with much darger and difficulty, and- . 
Tpeciall providence: As for the particulars, I hope. 


ſome more able pen ſhall be mmrruſted with the 
whole ſtory, fo farre as concerns the Publike, that 
the {ins of our enemies, yet all this while Rrongly 
pretending tro Religion and Liberty, may go before 
them to Jadgement. | 

 Thenoyſe and confuſion about the execution of 
Colonell Fielding, which was then pretended,though 
a Reprive granted, and the peoples paſting to and 


fro, gave ſtores y ; wuich as he is, ſoletall 


his friends be thankfull for. 

Tf 1 have not yet tyred you, I could tell you news 
from Zoxdon, and thoughts of it. The demolition 
of the idols at Somerſet Houle makes a grear noyle ; 
but they ſay Maſter Martins zeal is like Fehws's, it de- 


firoyes the idolatry of-4hab, but leaves the Calves - 

of Feroboam ſtill, and is not proceeded to White- Hall 

and S. 7ames, though doubtlefle the images and ido«: 
$ latry: 
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latry there, is as contrary to the Laws of. God and 
the Kingdom (for the Marriage ContraQ, they ſay 


it was private, and ought not to riſe to the breach 


of aknown Law. We hear that the Queen is im- 


peached, as well as many more; And that there is a 
ſtrange damnable Plot upon the matter diſcovered; 
And that the Parliament and City have one more 
warning given them, before their throats be cut; 1 
pray God they take it , and make notthe moſt ſeri- 
ous intimations of providence to be intheir uſe ridi- 
culous and vain : if this advantage be not taken to 
the utmoſt , I ſhall not ſhut them out from my pray- 
ers, but deny them much of my pzty, if any evil! be- 
_ fall them. 

- But T will not be too unmercifull, I mean to you, 
in tyrannizing upon your patience ; but till the nexc 
opportunity, which I hope will be ſuddenly, reſt 


-*-*- YOUrs. 


From the Quarter 
at (aveſham Lodge, 
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